
Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Love, Crescimbeni and R. Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2016-658
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING THE BILL AND MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION FOR ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO BUILDING THE CAPACITY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has established itself as the 21st Century’s Andrew Carnegie, the great benefactor of public libraries and the people and communities they serve; and


WHEREAS, the Gates Foundation was a pioneer in understanding the risks posed by the digital divide and the importance of digital inclusion; and


WHEREAS, the Gates Foundation challenged public libraries to become technology leaders and provided millions of dollars to help libraries become go-to resources and trusted guides in an increasingly digital world; and

WHEREAS, the Gates Foundation provided a significant investment to develop Edge, a national technology benchmarking system created to ensure that public libraries have the right technology to meet today’s needs and the promise of tomorrow; and

WHEREAS, with its commitment to ensuring that all people have access to the opportunities they need to succeed in school and life, the Gates Foundation has had a profound impact in communities across the country; and

WHEREAS, the work of the Gates Foundation has enhanced the capacity, value, and power of public libraries as vital community assets; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Public Library and the residents of Jacksonville have benefitted from the vision, commitment, and support of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, including grants totaling over $260,000, with which the library purchased nearly 250 computers and installed a training lab; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for its groundbreaking work in support of public libraries. The City Council recognizes and appreciates the importance of the library’s technology as an essential community resource to support community goals, meet the diverse education needs of our residents from birth through senior years, and ensure equal access to the opportunities of the 21st century.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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